


From the
Executive Director

A Puzzle with
Moving Parts

By Victor Lindenheim
Executive Director,
Golden State Gateway Coalition

arlier this year, | invested time
E in Washington and Sacramento

visiting with legislators and
their staff members, and other gov-
ernment officials. The mood and the
conversation ranged from agitated
(regarding the actions of the opposi-
tion party) to concerned (the econ-
omy) to hopeful (billions of federal
dollars about to rain down on their
constituents).

The formats of these meetings var-
ied. There were
crowded lunch-
eons with high
level Administra-
tion  officials;
there were in-
sightful briefings
from key legisla-
tors, committee
staff and agency
personnel; there
were cordial
group visits with elected officials,
where key points are made and brief
discussions are held on a range of top-
ics. There were dinners with col-
leagues from “back home” and new
friends. All valuable, interesting, pro-
ductive and mostly enjoyable.

And then, there are perhaps the
most valuable and substantive meet-
ings of all: one-on-one sessions with
legislative and committee staff. When
the agenda is narrowly focused, a
strong, compelling case can made for
the [-5 Gateway Project. Project
scope, costs, benefits, time frame and
status are presented and discussed.
Realities and possibilities are consid-

See Lindenheim, page 8
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Santa Clarita Councilwoman Marsha McLean has gone from being

Digging in to
Community Service

By Tim Whyte
Interchange Editor

arsha McLean epitomizes the
Mactivist who has taken com-

munity service to a higher
level.

Having gotten her start in local poli-
tics as an activist seeking to protect
local canyons from massive proposed
landfills, McLean was first elected to
the Santa Clarita City Council in 2002
and twice has been re-elected.

During that time, she has become an
influential leader not just on the local
front, but on a regional basis as well —
and transportation is one of the key
areas on which she focuses.

“Every City and every region is

Transportation
Leader Profile

This issue:

Marsha McLean
City Councilwoman

vying for transportation dollars, so it’s
not easy to get the necessary funding
for projects,” says McLean, a member
of the Golden State Gateway Coali-

See McLean, page 8
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Rep. Buck McKeon Urges
House Leaders to Include
Interstate 5 Gateway in

Federal Funding Priorities

.S. Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon
l | is going to bat for the Interstate 5
Gateway Improvement Project,

actively seeking federal funding to add
much-needed capacity to I-5 in northern

Los Angeles County.

McKeon, R-Santa Clarita, testified
April 28 to members of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee in favor of federal funds to help
add truck climbing and carpool lanes
from just north of the I-5/State Route 14

interchange to Castaic.

Gaining Momentum

On April 28, Congressman Buck McKeon
provided testimony to members of the House
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, sub-
committee on Highways and Transit, in support
of funding to add capacity to Interstate 5 in
northern Los Angeles County.

This action coincides with Metro's inclusion
of the I-5 Santa Clarita-Los Angeles Gateway
Improvement project on its list of 25 priority high-
way projects for federal funding. A subsequent
Metro request for funding a substantial portion
of proposed truck lane capacity enhancements
over the Newhall Pass was also made, sup-
ported by the following organizations: City of
Santa Clarita, North County Transportation
Coalition, Associated General Contractors of
California, Valley Industry and Commerce As-
sociation, College of the Canyons, Henry Mayo
Newhall Memorial Hospital, Santa Clarita Valley
Chamber of Commerce, the Kern County Eco-
nomic Development Corp., the Valley Industrial
Association of Santa Clarita, and the Golden
State Gateway Coalition.
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“Regionally, the
I-5 is one of the
most  significant
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said, adding that I-5 is ress for

an important interna-
tional trade artery con-
necting West Coast
industry with Canada
and Mexico and is vital
for efficient goods
movement from the
Ports of Long Beach and
Los Angeles to destina-
tions in California, Ore-
gon, Utah, and
Washington.

“The I-5 is also sus-
ceptible to complete
gridlock, costing bil-
lions of dollars for
tragic events such as
the large truck fire in
2007 and the North-
ridge earthquake of
1994, McKeon
said. “The Santa
Clarita-Los Ange-
les Gateway Im-
provement
Project will help
relieve conges-
tion along one
of the most
heavily trav-
eled portions
of the I-5,
which cur-
rently expe-
riences 48,000 daily
hours of delay, costing motorists

See McKeon, page 9



Freeway Supporters and Gateway
Environmental Study Draw Same
Conclusion: HOV and Truck Lanes
Would Bring Significant Benefits

By Tim Whyte
Interchange Editor

esidents and local leaders deliv-

ered a consistent message dur-

ing the February hearing on the

aft environmental impact re-

port for the Interstate 5 Gateway Project:

Please improve I-5.

The hearing produced a slew of en-
dorsements for the proposed project,
which would add carpool and truck climb-
ing lanes to I-5 through the Santa Clarita
Valley.

The purpose of the hearing, attended by
approximately 100 people at the George
Caravalho Activities Center in Santa
Clarita, was to gather public input on the
environmental study for the much-needed

improvements to I-5 in northern Los An-
geles County.

And what if the improvements are not
built?

“Congestion will continue to get
worse,” Robert Blume, representing the
engineering firm Kimley-Horn and Asso-
ciates, told the audience at the Caltrans
hearing. “Delays will increase. And it does
not address the purpose and need of the
project, to improve mobility and increase
safety by providing the HOV and truck
lane(s).”

During the hearing, Blume provided
the audience an overview of the three
project alternatives. Alternative 2, the one
endorsed by the Golden State Gateway
Coalition, is generally referred to as a “re-

See Hearing, page 11

EIR:
|-5 Gan Be Better

About the EIR/EA

Among the many requirements for building or improv-
ing an interstate highway, environmental studies must
be performed to conform with state (CEQA) and fed-
eral (NEPA) laws. For the I-5 Gateway Improvement
Project, the state requires an environmental impact
report (EIR); the federal requirement in this case is
completion of an environmental assessment (EA).

These studies are required to ensure that the pro-
ject's impact on the environment is known and mini-
mized. The costs in time and dollars are substantial,
and, in part, explain why highway infrastructure proj-
ects take so long and cost so much. Air, water and soil
impacts are assessed. Traffic volume and noise levels
are projected. Biological studies are done to see if flora
and fauna are affected. Impacts on historical/cultural
sites, if any, are considered. Mitigation measures to
be taken, if needed, are specified.

Public input is required at the beginning of the study
process (June 2007 Scoping Meeting) and when the
study is completed. The final public input phase in the
process took place at a public meeting in Santa Clarita
(February 2009), conducted by Caltrans, where the
draft study documents and exhibits were made avail-
able for public review. At both sessions, community
support for the project was overwhelming, particularly
in light of the significant benefits offered — traffic con-
gestion relief, cleaner air, improved roadway safety
and expedited goods movement. Some residents ex-
pressed a potential need for noise mitigation, and Cal-
trans is working with them to address their concems.

Caltrans will consider all comments, and respond to
them. The final decision on sufficiency of the studies
and impact mitigation measures will be published in
the Federal Register, likely in the fall.
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Federal Economic Stimulus

‘Recovery’ for Our Highways?

How it Funnels Down

Economic Stimulus Money:
What Does it Really Mean
for Transportation
Improvements in

North L.A. County?

By Victor Lindenheim
Executive Director,
Golden State Gateway Coalition

here are 2,569,568,320 reasons to

I believe California will see its high-

ways, roads and bridges improved

in the foreseeable future, and each reason
has George Washington’s image on it.

Add another $1,068,400,000 for the
state’s local transit programs, and we can
have the audacity to hope change is on the
way in the form of new transportation
projects that will create jobs and spur eco-
NOMIcC recovery.

In February, Congress passed and the
president signed The American Recovery
and Reinvestment act of 2009 (ARRA).
The administration and congressional pro-
ponents characterized the new law as
“economic stimulus legislation — a jobs
preservation and creation bill — to address
the nation’s economic crisis by (among
other things) accelerating the construction
of needed transportation infrastructure.”
The price tag for the total program, as ap-
proved, is $787 billion, plus interest on
funds borrowed.

Although the amounts are huge when
aggregated, they break down very quickly
into much smaller state, county, city and
project-sized allotments. “Only” $27.5 bil-
lion of the $787 billion total ARRA allot-
ment (3.5 percent) is being directed toward
highway construction, roads and bridges
nationwide; another $20.5 billion is to be
invested in transit.

Of that $27.5 billion, $2.57 billion is to
be invested in California highway, road-
way and bridge projects (see paragraph
one, line one above).
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Santa Clarita: $5.2 million

Palmdale: $4.3 million

Lancaster: $4.2 million

Unincorporated county territories: $31.9 million

Of'this $2.57 billion, $1.72 billion goes portation  Program

to Caltrans programs and $771 million Funds for City and
will be distributed to local authorities County (Los Angeles),
(cities and counties) by formula. The bal- distributed by Metro,
ance of the state ARRA highway, roads sourced from the $771
and bridges funding (about $77.1 million), million state allotment,

will go for bicycle lanes, landscaping and
such. Are you still with me?

So how do these dollars flow to projects
in Santa Clarita, Palmdale and Lancaster
and environs? Regional Surface Trans-

comes to $307.8 mil-
lion. North County distributions are:
@ Santa Clarita: $5,174,650
@ Palmdale: $4,324,164
See Stimulus, page 10
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The Case for I-5:

By Tim Whyte
Interchange Editor

ou could almost say it’s

the unsung hero of the

Top 10 Reasons to sup-

port Interstate 5 im-
provements:

People will breathe easier.

Literally.

Ask people why they support
the addition of high occupancy ve-
hicle (HOV) and truck climbing
lanes from just north of the I-
5/State Route 14 interchange to
Castaic, and you’re likely to elicit
any one of a number of very good
responses:

@ Less traffic.

® Goods movement, jobs and eco-
nomic development.

@ Energy conservation.

Any one of these — and others
— make solid reasons to throw
one’s support behind the [-5 Gate-
way Improvement Project. And,
they are quite obvious.

But this project’s positive im-
pact on our air quality sometimes
isn’t among the first things people
say about the project’s benefits.

One could argue that it should
be.

“The benefits of this project, we
- think, are huge,” Victor Linden-
_ heim, executive director of the
- Golden State Gateway Coalition,

testified in the Caltrans hearing for
. the Gateway Improvement Pro-
i - ject’s environmental impact report
j (EIR).

“Congestion, traffic congestion
relief, obviously, improved safety.
We have already pointed some of

~ that out,” Lindenheim said, and

See Case, page 7

INTERCHANGE, Spring 2009



COC Supports I-5 Improvements

Roadway improvements in the Inter-
state 5 corridor are more than engineered
rivers of concrete and asphalt. They allow
people to get to where they need to go —
to teach, to learn, to participate in educa-
tional, cultural, sports and community
events. One such prominent destination,
just east of I-5, and providing a nexus for
those activities, is College of the Canyons.

On February 17, the COC Board of
Trustees expressed its support for the 1-5
Gateway Improvement Project in a formal
resolution: “...the Board of Trustees of
the Santa Clarita Community College Dis-
trict supports the development of truck and
carpool lanes on Interstate 5 to alleviate
traffic congestion and reduce the travel

time needed for faculty, staff, students and
visitors to reach College of the Canyons.”

Board President Joan MacGregor said
the more than 20,000 COC students will
benefit from the I-5 improvements.

“The Board of Trustees felt it was im-
portant to pass a resolution in support of
the improvements to Interstate 5 because
of the benefits it will provide to our com-
munity, especially those who frequent
College of the Canyons,” MacGregor said.
“Many of our faculty, staff, students, and
visitors use the freeway to get to and from
the campus, and they will benefit directly
from the reduced traffic congestion and
improved travel time.”

The COC board is a member of the

“Many of our
faculty, staff,
students and
visitors use
the freeway
to get to and

from the campus.”

— Joan MacGregor
Board President, COC

Golden State Gateway Coalition’s Lead-
ership Council. The community college,
which now has campuses in Valencia and
Canyon Country, officially opened nearly
40 years ago, on Sept. 28, 1969.

Top Ten Reasons to
Support Improvements

to Interstate 5

The Golden State Gateway Coali-
tion believes there are many great
reasons to favor I-5 improvements
in Northern Los Angeles County,
and these are the Top 10. We take
a closer look at one in each issue
of Interchange:

1. Relieve congestion
and improve mobility

2. Public safety
3. To facilitate goods movement

4. Jobs and economic develop-
ment

5. To accommodate growth in
commerce and population

6. THIS ISSUE: Air quality and
pollution abatement

7. Energy conservation

8. Homeland security
and strategic importance

9. Facilitate access to basic
services: healthcare, education,
police and fire department

10. Improve the quality of life
for Californians and everyone
who uses the I-5

Case

Continued from page 6

added: “Cleaner air— there are substan-
tial reductions in emissions and particu-
lates.”

Indeed, the EIR’s detailed study of the
project’s air quality impacts bears this out.

“The reduction in emissions is due to
the increase in average vehicle speeds and
the corresponding reduction in exhaust
emission rates,” the EIR states in its air
quality analysis.

Simply put, those obvious benefits of
reduced traffic congestion also have a
trickle-up effect, so to speak, right into the
air we all breathe: When vehicles travel at
a consistent speed rather than slogging
through traffic, they emit less pollution.

With the addition of carpool and truck
climbing lanes as envisioned in the Gate-
way Improvement Project, the more than
75 million vehicles that traverse this sec-
tion of I-5 each year will flow through at
more consistent speeds, and will endure
much less stop-and-go traffic than they
would if the project were not built.

What does this mean to the air quality?

According to the air quality impact
models prepared for the EIR, construction
of the Gateway Improvement project (Al-
ternative 2, reduced median) would result
in approximately 23 percent less particu-
late matter pollution along this stretch of I-
5 by 2015.

The benefits become even greater an-

‘Those obvious benefits of
reduced traffic congestion
also have a trickle-up ef-
fect, so to speak, right into
the air we all breathe:
When vehicles travel at a
consistent speed rather
than slogging through traf-
fic, they emit less pollution.’

other 15 years down the road; by 2030,
that reduction is expected to be approxi-
mately 70 percent compared to what the
emissions would be without the HOV and
truck lane improvement project.

It’s a simple concept that’s reinforced
by a series of rather complex technical
studies. If you make traffic flow better,
cars will pollute less, and if you make cars
pollute less, you’ll reduce air pollution,
and if you reduce air pollution, every man,
woman and child in the region will have
cleaner air to breathe.

It’s something we do, every moment of
every day, and it’s a necessity of life:
Breathing. With the I-5 Gateway Im-
provement Project, we will all breathe
easier, providing untold benefits in long-
term health and quality of life.

Cleaner air. Easier breathing.

Who doesn’t want that?
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McLean

Continued from page 2
tion’s Leadership Council.

She added: “As Interstate
5 is the primary north-south
route for goods movement in
California and the West
Coast, and it traverses the
City of Santa Clarita on its
western edge, the City is
pleased to strongly support
the Golden State Gateway
Coalition’s ongoing project
to improve the efficiency of
shipping and receiving
goods.”

McLean is an advocate for
enhanced transportation not
just in the Santa Clarita Val-
ley but throughout the
Southland. She serves as
vice chair for the Regional
Orangeline-Maglev Devel-
opment Authority, and as a
Transportation and Commu-
nications Committee mem-
ber for the Southern
California Association of
Governments. She is also the
City’s representative on the
North County Transportation
Coalition.

The Santa Clarita council-
woman not only helps shape

regional transportation pol-
icy, but also provides Santa
Clarita with strategic repre-
sentation on these important
statewide and regional com-
mittees and associations.
McLean spends a great
deal of time advocating for
Santa Clarita and helping to
make sure northern Los An-
geles County is adequately
represented, and that funding
is provided on a myriad of
transportation issues of im-
portance to the region’s resi-
dents and businesses.
“We’re very proud to have
Councilwoman McLean’s
support for the Golden State
Gateway Coalition,” said
Victor Lindenheim, execu-
tive director of the coalition.
“She has a firm grasp of the

importance of the planned
improvements to the I-5
Gateway in northern Los
Angeles County, and she’s
also an influential voice in
favor of the project on the
regional and statewide polit-
ical stage.”

In addition to her roles as a
regional transportation advo-
cate, McLean was recently
elected to the Board of Di-
rectors for the State League
of California Cities for the
2008-2010 terms. She is also
a member of the League of
California Cities Los Ange-
les County Division Execu-
tive Board and served for one
year as 2007-2008 Division
President. McLean is also a
Los Angeles County Library
Commissioner.

“Every City and every region is
vying for transportation dollars, so
i's not easy to get the necessary
funding for projects.”

— Marsha McLean
Santa Clarita Councilwoman

Clarita

Santa
Councilwoman Marsha
McLean strongly sup-
ports the planned In-
terstate 5 Gateway
Improvement Project.

City

Lindenheim

Continued from page 2

‘What | learned, or more accurately, what was

confirmed, is that transportation funding and

ered and acknowledged. Information is
exchanged and updated. Questions are an-
swered. Follow-up steps are determined.
So what was accomplished? What was
learned? Among the Coalition’s ongoing
objectives, there are several that were well
met, namely: establishing and maintaining
the credibility of the Golden State Gate-
way Coalition as a principal advocate for
roadway transportation projects in north
L.A. County; raising awareness and secur-
ing support for Caltrans and Metro efforts
to improve the [-5 transportation corridor
in north L.A. County; and, establishing
and maintaining communications with
those individuals and organizations affect-
ing decisions to fund and build the -5

advocacy is a puzzle with moving parts.’

Santa Clarita-Los Angeles Gateway Im-
provement Project.

What I learned, or more accurately,
what was confirmed, is that transportation
funding and advocacy is a puzzle with
moving parts. People change. Priorities
change. Funding sources appear and dry
up. Political winds shift.

The constant in all this is the clarity of
our goal. We know the process is complex
and the desired results are long-term. It is
key to our success to remember that what

we are doing as an organization is impor-
tant, and the end result is worth the time
and effort we put into it.

Our progress has been gradual and con-
sistent. So, we remain patient and diligent
in solving this puzzle with moving parts
— in our pursuit of roadway improve-
ments in the I-5 corridor and better trans-
portation infrastructure in north L.A.
County.

Hang in there with us, and, together, we
will get it done.
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Sen. Strickland Joins Coalition Leadership Council

tate Sen. Tony Strick-
Sland has joined the

Leadership Council
of the Golden State Gate-
way Coalition, adding an-
other influential voice to the
growing ranks of elected
leaders who support the
proposed improvements to
the Interstate 5 Gateway in
northern Los Angeles
County.

Strickland, R-Moorpark,
has made headlines recently
for his semipro basketball
debut with the Los Angeles
Lightning (he sunk an 18-

heavily defended in his first
of 14 scheduled Interna-
tional Basketball League
games). But in his “day
job,” he is an active and for-
ward-thinking state senator
whose district includes por-
tions of Ventura, Santa Bar-
bara and Los Angeles
counties.

In Sacramento, Strick-
land serves as assistant mi-
nority leader and advocates
job creation as the best way
to preserve funding for pro-
grams like health care, edu-
cation and transportation. In
the business world, Strick-

land has served as vice
president of GreenWave
Energy Solutions LLC, a
company whose goal is to
harness the power of ocean
waves to provide energy to
Californians.

“We’re so glad to have
Tony on our Leadership
Council,” said Coalition
Executive Director Victor
Lindenheim. “He brings a
valuable combination of
business savvy, environ-
mental awareness and a
firm understanding of how
to get things done at the
state level.”

foot jump shot while being

Sen. Tony Strickland

McKeon

Continued from page 3

$204 million annually.”

McKeon’s testimony was part of the
first step in a process to reauthorize the
five-year surface transportation bill.
Most funding through the bill is distrib-
uted via formula from the federal High-
way Trust Fund, but some regional
priorities — like the I-5 Gateway Im-
provement Project — may also be in-
cluded.

Members and supporters of the
Golden State Gateway Coalition
viewed McKeon’s efforts as a signifi-
cant and positive sign.

“We’re very pleased that the con-
gressman is not only supporting the pro-
posed [-5 Gateway improvements, but
is also taking an active role in advocat-
ing on the project’s behalf,” said Victor
Lindenheim, executive director of the
Golden State Gateway Coalition. “I
know that, as a Santa Clarita Valley res-
ident, Congressman McKeon has first-
hand knowledge of not only how
important I-5 is to interstate commerce,
but also just how busy this vital freeway
corridor is.”

Lindenheim added: “Congressman
McKeon’s support and advocacy mean
a great deal, and we of course hope he is
successful in his efforts to obtain federal

“When the |-5 stops,
the economy on the
West Coast stops.
We cannot allow
this to continue!”

— Larry Rasmussen
Business Owner

funds for these crucial improvements to
one of the nation’s most important free-
ways.”

In conjunction with McKeon’s testi-
mony, the congressman’s office re-
leased a prepared statement that
included not only his comments about
the importance of the project, but also
statements from Lindenheim and other
local leaders, including Mayor Frank
Ferry, local businessman Larry Ras-
mussen, and Marlee Lauffer, senior vice
president of marketing and communica-
tions for Newhall Land, which is a
member of the Gateway Coalition.

“Over the next 20 years, traffic is ex-
pected to double on Interstate 5 and ex-
pansion of this critical arterial is vital to
our commerce here in California and in

the United States,” said Ferry, a mem-
ber of the Gateway Coalition’s leader-
ship council. “Interstate 5 is the
heartbeat and lifeblood to commerce in
the U.S. and without expansion of this
vital interstate, we will greatly impact
the delivery of goods, services and the
movement of our people.”

Rasmussen’s comments were in-
dicative of the passion felt not just by
pro-business advocates, but also by
anyone who has been stuck in traffic
on the I-5:

“Currently I-5 at the SR14/SR210
“funnel’ is stopped more than 70 percent
of the time,” Rasmussen said. “When
the I-5 stops, the economy on the West
Coast stops. We cannot allow this to
continue!”

And, Lauffer noted that the Gateway
Improvement Project will pay major
dividends for more than 73 million driv-
ers who use the Gateway section of I-5
each year. “The return on investment for
this project is dramatic and the public
and private support for the improve-
ments significant,” she said.

The original announcement from
Congressman McKeon's office regard-
ing his testimony includes photos and
video, and is available on McKeon's
website at:

www.mckeon.house.gov/this_in_de-
tail.aspx? NewsID= 1498
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Membership
Update

The Golden State Gateway
Coalition is pleased to thank
the following members for their
renewed support:

H Henry Mayo Newhall
Memorial Hospital

H Connie Worden-Roberts
M Southern California Edison
M Hackerbraly, LLP

- =
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COALITION

M 13.6 — Distance in miles
from the southern end to the
northern end of the Interstate
5 Gateway Improvement
Project, from just north of
the I-5/State Route 14

interchange to Castaic.
Source: Draft Environmental
Impact Report/
Environmental Assessment
prepared by Caltrans

M 2.3 billion — Number of
gallons of fuel people burn
each year sitting in traffic.

— From an IBM print ad

QuickTrips

A roundup of North Los Angeles County
transportation issues and roadway project updates

Metro Announces Board Members

Metro Chair Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa in
March announced the appointments of Los
Angeles City Councilmember José Huizar
and City of L.A. Transportation Department
General Manager Rita Robinson to the Metro
board. Huizar replaces L.A. Councilmember
Bernard Parks, who stepped down in January.
Robinson replaces David Fleming, who re-
signed after accepting an appointment to the
Metropolitan Water District board.

CTC Appoints Executive Director

Chairman Robert Alvarado in April an-
nounced the appointment of Bimla Rhinehart
as executive director of the California Trans-
portation Commission. Rhinehart has nearly
23 years’ with the California Department of
Transportation. She served four years as divi-
sion chief of right of way and land surveys,
and previously served as acting division chief

of budgets, and deputy director of external af-
fairs and special projects manager.

California Tops Poor Roads List

California’s major urban roadways are the
roughest in the nation, costing the average
state driver at least $590 annually in extra op-
erating costs. According to a TRIP/AASHTO
report, 35 percent of major urban roads in the
state are in poor condition. More than half of
pavements are rated poor in seven California
cities with 250,000 or more people.

Interchange Project Nearing Finish

Project notes courtesy of City of Santa
Clarita: Construction of Magic Mountain
Parkway widening (eastbound) 70 percent
complete. The Old Road Realignment: Con-
struction over 90 percent complete. North-
bound Off-Ramp: Contractor was to begin
construction of partial widening in May.
Southbound On-Ramp: Opened April 3.

Stimulus

Continued from page 5
@ Lancaster: $4,246,725
@ Other communities: a portion of Unincor-
porated L.A. County total share,$31,873,662.
The good news is substantial sums are
being offered by the federal government for
investment in transportation infrastructure.
States, counties and cities will be able to fund
projects that will ostensibly relieve traffic con-
gestion, move freight more efficiently, and re-
duce air pollution — and create jobs and
revive the economy in the process.
Unfortunately, the I-5 Santa Clarita-Los
Angeles Gateway Improvement Project is not
now a candidate project for federal stimulus
funds. Why not? Because the project is not yet
“shovel-ready.” Under the Recovery Act
(ARRA), states were given 120 days to obli-
gate the first half of their transportation infra-
structure funding. Governors, mayors and
county officials around the country scrambled
to position their “ready-to-go” projects for
federal money. Many of the best projects —
projects of regional significance, major job
creators and economic drivers with environ-
mental benefit — were, and are, in environ-
mental review or design.

In May, Gov. Schwarzenegger proudly an-
nounced the obligation of $1 billion in Recov-
ery Act funds, a full two months ahead of the
120-day federal deadline. Groundbreaking for
the first project had already occurred the prior
week: a $13.3 million Interstate 80 pavement
rehabilitation project, estimated to create 200
construction jobs. The governor and Caltrans
are to be commended on this achievement. In-
cluded on the list of 80 projects, there were
three major projects in aggregate valued at
over $1.415 billion bringing $510.4 million in
federal Recovery Act money to California.

These projects will produce substantial
congestion relief, while creating a significant
number of jobs:
® Widen NB [-405 for HOV lane between I-
10 and US-101 (Los Angeles).
® HOV and Lane Addition on [-215 (San
Bernardino).
® Construct New Two-Lane Tunnel
(Alameda County).

All of these projects will contribute to im-
proved transportation for Californians. And,
here in our own corner of this transportation-
challenged state, we hope the use of ARRA
funds for various transportation improvements
will at least make it incrementally easier to ob-
tain the much-needed funding to improve In-
terstate 5 in northern Los Angeles County.
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Hearing

Continued from page 4

duced median” version of the project, and
Alternative 3 is generally referred to as the
“full median” version.

“We believe Alternative 2 is more real-
istic and feasible in terms of issues like
right of way, while still bringing the sig-
nificant traffic flow improvements we all
want to see from this project,” Victor Lin-
denheim, executive director of the Golden
State Gateway Coalition, said after the
hearing.

“The benefits of the project, we think,
are huge,” Lindenheim said during his tes-
timony at the hearing. “Traffic congestion
relief, obviously, improved safety... (And)
much-needed economic opportunities will
be created with the construction of this
project.”

Lindenheim also complimented Cal-
trans for its efficiency in getting the envi-
ronmental studies completed in about half
of the expected time — originally esti-
mated at four to five years — and at a cost
of about $3 million less than the original
estimate of $10 million to $11 million.

Jackie Bick, a field representative for
state Sen. George Runner, testified that the
senator views the [-5 Gateway project as a
high transportation priority in his district.

“George has expressed his support of
this project a year ago with a letter to (Cal-
trans)“ Bick said. “This continues to be
one of his driving forces. He supports the
infrastructure repair and improvement that
this will represent.”

Ann Kerman, representing the Los An-
geles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority, testified that Metro has included
the project on its long-range transportation
plan.

Further, Kerman added a personal note:
“As a resident of Santa Clarita and one
who traverses the I-5 on a regular basis, I
do hope in my lifetime to see this project.
So, thank you.”

Ian Pari, a senior traffic engineer for the
City of Santa Clarita, reiterated the city’s
endorsement.

“We are in full support,” Pari said. “We
appreciate the fact that it is consistent with
Metro’s North County Combined High-
way Corridor Study and actually goes a lit-
tle bit farther than the short-range plan in
that document.”
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Ron Kosinski, Caltrans deputy
district director for environmen-
tal planning, addresses the au-
dience during the hearing.

Andie Bogdan, spokeswoman for
Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital,
testified that hospital officials believe the
freeway improvements will prove valu-
able in emergencies.

“I would like to recognize and express
some appreciation for the safety features
that you have put into this project, and also
in terms of congestion relief,” Bogdan tes-
tified. “(That is) very, very important be-
cause we’re a trauma center. Ground
transportation is very important to our
trauma victims — time is of great impor-
tance to them.”

Bob Haueter, an aide to Rep. Howard
“Buck” McKeon, told Caltrans officials
the congressman is an ally for the project
(see related story, page 3).

“The congressman has been working
very long and hard to try and advance this
project through federal government assis-
tance and funds,” Haueter testified.

“We understand the importance of this.
The I-5 is not just a freeway that runs
through our district. It connects the state
and the nation with goods and services
from the allocated corridor,” Haueter said.
“And this project would alleviate a lot of
problems that we have that our con-
stituents have brought to us, and we
would urge that it be moved forward with
all due haste.”

Also among the elected officials repre-
sented at the hearing was Los Angeles
County  Supervisor  Michael D.
Antonovich, whose field deputy, David

Perry, told Caltrans officials the supervisor
— whose district includes northern Los
Angeles County — is solidly behind the
Gateway Improvement Project.

“The supervisor is in support of this
project as this is a vital corridor for goods
and services for all the country,” Perry
said.

Representing the local business com-
munity, SCV Chamber of Commerce
President Larry Mankin submitted a state-
ment to be read into the record:

“The chamber has and continues to sup-
port the I-5 improvement project,”
Mankin’s statement said. “The valley has
become a significant job center to L.A.
County, and this improvement project is
imperative to the long-term business
health of the region.”

Out of all of the testimony received at
the hearing, none was in opposition to the
project itself. In fact, the only point of con-
tention raised had to do with questions
some residents have about the potential
placement of sound walls along the free-
way — and the need to find the right loca-
tions for the sound walls to not only make
sure they are effective, but also to mini-
mize impacts on residents’ views.

“Clearly, the sound wall issue is a very
important issue,” Kosinski said. “And so
we’re going to make sure that we are look-
ing at every possible alternative to get
walls out there.”

Castaic resident Flo Lawrence urged
Caltrans officials to move as quickly as
possible on the project, which Lawrence
described as “the most exciting news I
have heard this year.”

“Any relief we can get, and as soon as
we can get it, that relief is absolutely great
news,” Lawrence said. “I hope that Cal-
trans and the state and federal government
will work as quickly as possible to get this
thing going and to get it completed.”

“| hope that Caltrans and
the state and federal
government will work as
quickly as possible to get
this thing going and to get
it completed.”

— Flo Lawrence
Castaic resident




From the Chairman

Where We Are on I-5 Improvements

By Tom DiPrima
Chairman,
Golden State Gateway Coalition

moved the ball another 10 yards

toward the goal line. At least.
@® Caltrans, with the Golden State
Gateway Coalition’s continued sup-
port, has brought the required envi-
ronmental studies for the [-5 Gateway
Improvement Project closer to com-
pletion.
@ Metro has submitted a request for
federal funding toward the truck
lanes portion of the project. The re-
quest was endorsed with written sup-
port from at least 10 diverse
California-based organizations.
® Congressman Buck McKeon, who
secured a federal funding authoriza-
tion in 2005 to get work on I-5 im-
provements started, testified in April
before a key congressional committee
in Washington. In that testimony, he
made it clear that the [-5 Gateway

Iam pleased to report that we have

Improvement proj-
ect is his district’s
priority  highway
improvement proj-
ect.

These actions put
us on track toward
the next step in the
process — specifi-
cally, securing
funds for truck lane
design and con-
struction.

Recognizing that securing funds
through congressional action could
take some time, other options for fed-
eral, state and county funding have
been discussed, and are being pur-
sued.

While we must continue our in-
tense focus on the funding process,
we shouldn’t lose sight of what we
are really trying to accomplish.

We should all be reminded that
adding new capacity to Interstate 5 in
Northern Los Angeles County is an

Tom
DiPrima

‘We should all be re-
minded that adding new
capacity to Interstate 5 in
Northern Los Angeles
County is an opportunity
to improve the quality of
life for a lot of people.”

opportunity to improve the quality of
life for a lot of people: congestion re-
lief for the 75 million motorists and
truckers who use [-5 every year;
cleaner air for those of us who live,
work or commute in the I-5 corridor;
more efficient movement of freight,
goods and services through the re-
gion; and, creation of new jobs and
economic opportunities that addi-
tional roadway capacity can provide.
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